CHAPTER 6


CONTEMPORARY BARRIERS�xe "Barriers"� 


AND BRIDGES�xe "Bridges"� MUSLIMS EXPRESS





This chapter is based on a survey that was done to show how the Gospel is communicated in an Arab context.  This chapter is divided as follows:


1. The Survey Issues


2. Presentation of Data from Formal Interviews


3. Theological Bridges�xe "Bridges"� and Barriers�xe "Barriers"�


4. Personal Evangelism�xe "Evangelism"�


5. Conclusion





The Survey Issues


The main objective for research is to investigate the barriers�xe "Barriers"� and bridges�xe "Bridges"� that Muslims express, specially to the atoning death�xe "atoning death"� of Christ.  The findings that do not relate directly to the atoning death�xe "atoning death"� of Christ are included in Appendix III.





Methodology and Format


The methodology is a survey research� based on my experience conducting informal  interviews (discussions) for more than twelve years,  then interviewing fifty converts formally.


�
The questionnaire is designed to investigate the theological barriers�xe "Barriers"� and bridges�xe "Bridges"�, then other barriers�xe "Barriers"� and bridges�xe "Bridges"� (e.g., social�xe "social"�, psychological�xe "psychological"�).  Also the questionnaire shows the role of the supernatural�xe "supernatural"� (e.g., miracles and exorcism) in facilitating the acceptance of Christ.  In addition, it gives some information about the respondentsÕ Islamic background.


The following sections of the questionnaire are designed, first, for recalling the past, then focus more on the atoning death�xe "atoning death"� of Christ and the role of analogies� XE "analogies" � in communicating the sacrifice of Christ.  Following this the question�naire deals with personal evangelism�xe "Evangelism"�.  The final section is designed to give a profile of the respondents, so that we can better understand their answers.  In addition, the questionnaire gives the respondents the right to add some comments.





Field work


I conducted informal interviews while communicating the Gospel.  In addition, I met some Arab converts in Jordan�xe "Jordan"� (1990-1991), Lebanon�xe "Lebanon"�  (1992-1993), Cyprus� XE "Cyprus" � (1993-1994), and Sweden� XE "Sweden" � (1994).  But I had the opportunity  to interview some of them formally during the last three years.  The respondents are from different countries which are given in descending order: thirty five from Egypt (some are now North American immigrants), four from Sudan� XE "Sudan" �, four from Morocco� XE "Morocco" �, three from Jordan�xe "Jordan"�, two from  Algeria� XE "Algeria" �, one from Lebanon, and one from Libya� XE "Libya" �, fifty converts in all.





Sampling


The choice of the respondents depended upon their demonstration of Christian life.  Therefore, I interviewed all the available believers who demonstrated Christian life.  Those who could only be considered as nominal  Christians were not included.





Presentation of Data from Formal Interviews


The presentation of the data is arranged to show first the Islamic background of the respondents.  This can help us in understanding their answers for the whole questionnaire.


The first questions deal with the background of the convert before becoming a believer.  Therefore, the questionnaire goes as follows: 


Q1-  Before you became a believer, which group did you belong to?


�
Number�
Percentage�
�
1. Sufi�xe "Sufi"��
2�
4%�
�
2. Sunni�xe "Sunni"��
36�
72%�
�
3. Shi‘i�xe "Shi‘a"��
2�
4%�
�
4. I did not know.�
10�
20%�
�
� EMBED MSGraph  ���


FIGURE 1


The survey shows that the majority are Sunni�xe "Sunni"�s, because most Egyptians are Sunni�xe "Sunni"�s.  The two who were Shi‘is are not Egyptian.  Of the Sufi�xe "Sufi"�s, one is Egyptian, the other is Moroccan.  Therefore, the data cannot be interpreted to show that Sunni�xe "Sunni"�s came to Christ in larger numbers than Shi‘i�xe "Shi‘i"�s.


Q2- What was the degree of your belief (describe yourself)?


�
Number�
Percentage�
�
Nominal�
16�
32%�
�
I was a good Muslim.�
24�
48%�
�
I tried to be a good Muslim but without success.�
10�
20%�
�
� EMBED MSGraph  ���


FIGURE 2


As we can see 48% think that they were good Muslims.  The second highest group are Muslims who considered themselves  nominal.  But the third group tried to be good Muslims.


Q3- Were you a member of an Islamic organization?  If so, please name it (if possible).  


Five respondents answered yes, which is 10% of the total.  Three of them said that they were from the Fundamental�xe "Fundamental"�ist al-Ikhwan al-Muslimun (Muslim Brethren), and one from al-Jihad.�  





The last one who was from al-Takfir wa al -Hijra.�  He gave his testmony under barriers for fundamentalists as will be seen below. 


Q4. Did you consider your group as fanatical (i.e., militant Fundamental�xe "Fundamental"�ist)?


�
Number�
Percentage�
�
1. Yes�
5�
10%�
�
2. No�
45�
90%�
�
The five respondents answered that they thought that their Islam  was the real one and that they were not fanatical groups, but they are fundamental�xe "Fundamental"�ists.  Every fanatic group thinks that it is not fanatic in the negative sense, but they are fundamental�xe "Fundamental"�ist  in following the real Islam.





Theological Bridges�xe "Bridges"� and Barriers�xe "Barriers"� 


This section of the questionnaire focuses on the respondents’ beliefs concerning the atoning death�xe "atoning death"� of Christ.  After dealing with mixed theological bridges�xe "Bridges"� and barriers�xe "Barriers"� this section will be divided as follows:


1. Theological Barriers�xe "Barriers"�


2. Theological Bridges�xe "Bridges"�


3. Barriers�xe "Barriers"� for Fundamental�xe "Fundamental"�ists


4. The Supernatural�xe "supernatural"� as a Bridge


This section deals with the group of questions that mix the theological bridges�xe "Bridges"� and barriers�xe "Barriers"� as follows:











Q5. How did you see Christ before you became a believer?


�
Number�
Percentage�
�
1. A Prophet�
35�
70%�
�
2. A Martyr�
5�
10%�
�
3. Other (e.g., greater than a prophet)�
10�
20%�
�
The majority chose that Jesus is a prophet.  Muslims believe that Jesus is one of the greatest prophets.  Ten of the respondents chose that He is greater than a prophet.  A leader of a Fundamental�xe "Fundamental"�ist group was searching for the prophecy of Muhammad in the QurÕan.  During that research, he came to the conclusion that Jesus is the greatest prophet in the QurÕan.


As for the 10% who considered Jesus a martyr, maybe they did not know the qurÕanic view of Sura 4:157, that Jesus was not crucified.�xe "crucified"�  However, believing in Jesus as a martyr could be helpful as a bridge as seen below in Chapter 8.


Q6. Which of the following sentences best describe your previous idea  about the death of Christ?


�
Number�
Percentage�
�
I had no idea, I didn't think about it.�
11�
22%�
�
I didn't know that there were differ�ences between the biblical view and the qur’anic one.�
5�
10%�
�
Jesus was crucified�xe "crucified"�, then rose to heaven.�
5�
10%�
�
A substitute�xe "substitute"� was crucified�xe "crucified"� for Him, and God raised Him to heaven.�
26�
52%�
�
Jesus was crucified�xe "crucified"�, died and rose to heaven as the Bible said.�
3�
6%�
�
� EMBED MSGraph  ���


FIGURE 3


Twenty six respondents maintained the traditional qurÕanic interpretation.  The second highest category of respondents (22%) were those who had no idea and did not  think about the subject.  Of the others, five did not know that there is a difference between the biblical and the qurÕanic views; five maintained almost the biblical idea, but three maintained the exact biblical idea.  Although it seems that these latter thirteen respondents were more liable to accept the Gospel easily, the reason was not that simple because some were nominal Muslims and wanted to follow Christianity and Islam at the same time.  They needed someone to instruct them.  One convert said, 





The message of the Bible, in striking contrast to all of what I knew, is truly good news.  It tells of true salvation in Christ.  It not only offers the assurance of forgiveness here and now, it also tells about the historical basis of that assurance.  The basis of acceptance with God is the death of Christ on the Cross�xe "Cross"� for my sins.














Q8. What was your positive / negative attitude towards the Cross�xe "Cross"�?


�
Number�
Percentage�
�
I rejected it as an idolatry and falsehood.�
18�
36%�
�
I rejected it as a symbol of the Crusades.�
5�
10%�
�
It was a symbol of love�xe "symbol of love"�.�
15�
30%�
�
It was for blessing.�
12�
24%�
�
� EMBED MSGraph  ���


FIGURE 4


The category with the highest percentage had the barrier of considering the Cross�xe "Cross"� as idolatry and falsehood.  Even those who considered the Cross�xe "Cross"� as a symbol of love�xe "symbol of love"� and something for blessing were not recognizing the real power and meaning of the Cross�xe "Cross"� as Muslims. 


Q9. What did you think Christians thought about the Cross�xe "Cross"�?


�
Number�
Percentage�
�
They worshipped the Cross�xe "worshipped the Cross"��xe "Cross"�.�
20�
40%�
�
The Cross�xe "Cross"� was a symbol of love�xe "symbol of love"� for them.�
17�
34%�
�
Other�
13�
26%�
�
� EMBED MSGraph  ���


FIGURE 5


Most of these Muslims believed that Christians worship the Cross�xe "Cross"�, but there was a sizable number who thought that it was a symbol of love�xe "symbol of love"� for Christians.  Those who chose other options did not make notable comments.





Theological Bridges�xe "Bridges"�


The following questions are designed to reveal the theological bridges�xe "Bridges"� that enhance conversion.  They are arranged as follows.


Q11. What was the most important factor(s) that led you to think about following Christ?  You can choose more than one answer.


�
Number�
�
Reading the Bible, or a book about the authenticity of the Bible�
32�
�
I was attracted by the character of Jesus Christ,  after seeing a film about him, reading a book, or learning any other thing about JesusÕ character. �
26�
�
Reading a Christian book�
19�
�
Hearing the radio�
22�
�
Direct witnessing by a Christian friend�
11�
�
Indirect witnessing through the life of some Christians�
13�
�
Indirect witnessing while I was treated in a Christian hospital�
7�
�
Because of social�xe "social"� work�
5�
�
Other factor(s) (e.g., Christian schools)�
11�
�
One convert gave the following comment, ÒThe Gospel is the only word of God.  We can hear the voice of God when we read the Gospel, which is the good message.Ó  Another said, ÒIf you begin to study the character of Jesus you will find that He is our God.Ó 


One aged respondent said, from his own experience in evangelism�xe "Evangelism"�,              ÒI know how difficult it is for a Muslim to rid himself of the prejudice to open his mind to an objective examination of the Christian faith.  There is an advance fear that such serious consideration of it will result in strained relations with oneÕs family and society.Ó 


Q12. What was your first step before following Christ?


�
Number�
Percentage�
�
1. Going to a church�
29�
58%�
�
2. Asking some Christian friends�
12�
24%�
�
3. Starting to read the Bible�
9�
18%�
�
The highest percentage went to a church, though witness through friends and the Bible were also significant.  Therefore, they must be invited to church events in order to give them the chance of overcoming the barrier of entering a church.  


However, if a Muslim receives Christ as Savior�xe "savior"� and Lord, becoming a Christian in the true sense of the term, he or she is viewed as a religious apostate, as immoral, and in many countries as a political traitor.


Q13. What book of the Bible did you begin with?


�
Number�
Percentage�
�
John�
22�
44%�
�
Matthew�
9�
18%�
�
Luke�
8�
16%�
�
Genesis�
6�
12%�
�
Psalms�
4�
8%�
�
Other�
1�
2%�
�
The three Gospels are on the top successively, John, Matthew, Luke.  But some (12%), prefer to begin with Genesis.  One of them said that the story of creation in Genesis is more clear and convincing than in the QurÕan.  An ex-fanatic leader said that the Psalms is the prayer of Daud (al-Zabur), which is missing in the QurÕan.  Therefore, such passages are useful in communicating the Cross�xe "Cross"�.


Q16. By which of the following�xe "Bridges"� were you attracted to Christianity?


�
Number�
Percentage�
�
God loves me through Jesus.�
4�
8%�
�
Jesus died to save me (because of his love).�
11�
22%�
�
Jesus can forgive and deliver from sins.�
6�
12%�
�
Jesus is the living prophet / savior�xe "savior"�.�
12�
24%�
�
Jesus can fill the empty heart, and give peace.�
10�
20%�
�
Jesus is God appearing in flesh.�
7�
14%�
�
Other�
0�
0%�
�
The highest percentage of respondents (24%) chose ÒJesus is the living prophet and savior�xe "savior"�,Ó which agrees with their previous Islamic thought.  But it was unexpected that the second in percentage would be those who chose, ÒJesus can forgive and deliver from sins.Ó  Some Muslims apparently were affected by the qurÕanic verse, ÒThy Lord saith, ÔThat is easy for Me: and (We wish) to appoint him as a Sign unto men and a Mercy�xe "mercy"�  from Us (God):Õ It is a matter [so] decreedÓ (Sura 19: 21).


According to this verse, Jesus is appointed as a mercy�xe "mercy"� from God, but  most  Muslims are not aware how it was manifested on the Cross�xe "Cross"�.  Justice�xe "Justice"� and mercy�xe "mercy"� were reconciled in the death of Christ (Ps. 85:10). When Muslims accept this as a fact they can accept Christ as their savior�xe "savior"�.  The third in percentage (20%) were those who felt emptiness of heart and were looking for peace.  


Q17. What were the most influential reason(s) that turned your life around to accept Christ?  You can choose more than one reason.


�
Number�
�
God gives assurance of forgiveness through accepting the work of Christ.�
7�
�
Jesus died and rose again to be my savior�xe "savior"�.�
12�
�
Jesus can fulfill all my spiritual needs.�
10�
�
Jesus is still alive and can help me to have eternal peace.�
5�
�
The Bible is true and better.�
15�
�
God can give abundant life, which Jesus came for �(Jn. 10:10).�
4�
�
God loves me, therefore He sacrificed His son for me�
7�
�
The most influential reason (30%) was that the Bible gave the final words of God.  The second highest percentage was of the respondents who chose ÒJesus died and rose again to be my savior�xe "savior"�.Ó  The third highest group found their spiritual needs in Christ.  It was not expected that seven respondents would choose another Christian concept that contradicted the QurÕan (ÒAllah, the eternal, absolute, He begot not, nor is He begottenÓ Sura 112:2,3).  Then came another seven who found the assurance of forgiveness as the most influential message in turning their lives to accept Christ.  Finally came those who accepted Christ because of the life which Jesus came for (Jn. 10:10).  The sixth group chose that Jesus is still alive, which is an Islamic thought and can be used as a bridge in communicating the Gospel.





Theological Barriers�xe "Barriers"�


Q7. What did you believe happened to Jesus after the Cross�xe "Cross"�, if he did not die on the Cross�xe "Cross"�?


�
Number�
Percentage�
�
I did not know.�
11�
22%�
�
God raised him to Heaven before the Cross�xe "Cross"�.�
26�
52%�
�
Other�
13�
26%�
�
� EMBED MSGraph  ���


FIGURE 6


The same twenty-six held the traditional qurÕanic interpretation that Jesus was raised to Heaven before going to the Cross�xe "Cross"�.  The last eleven held a different view, which is similar to the biblical view as mentioned in question 6.  Thirteen respondents had no answer. 


Q10. Which of the following was your most important objection to Christianity?


�
Number�
Percentage�
�
1. The validity of the Bible�
9�
18%�
�
2. The deity of Christ�
15�
30%�
�
3. JesusÕ Sonship�
11�
22%�
�
4. The Trinity�xe "Trinity"��
8�
16%�
�
5. The Incarnation�xe "Incarnation"��
5�
10%�
�
6. Other�
2�
4%�
�
� EMBED MSGraph  ���


FIGURE 7


The deity of Christ is the most important point of objection, followed successively by JesusÕ Sonship, the validity of the Bible, the Trinity,�xe "Trinity"� and finally the Incarnation�xe "Incarnation"�.  Therefore, JesusÕ character must be clarified to Muslims to set the stage for accepting the Gospel.  The validity of the Bible is important, because the Muslim objections can be answered through reading the Bible.  One respondent maintained the following: ÒMy mind was troubled with many questions.  I especially had great difficulty understanding how Christ could be the Son of God�xe "Son of God"�.  The QurÕan says that God was not begotten nor does he beget.Ó  It seemed inconceivable to him that God could have a son, the way a man has a child.  When he studied the New Testament, however, he realized that nowhere did it teach that view of ChristÕs Sonship.


Another one who was studying Islamic and comparative religions said that as he studied Arabic literature, he discovered that there were enlightening analogies of that expression.  For example in the QurÕan itself, there is the term Ibn as-sabil, which is literally Òson of the path.Ó  One will also find the expression Òson of Satan.Ó It is obvious that these are metaphorical forms of expression and do not involve physical reproduction.  But these meaningful terms indicate some relationship and character.  Al-kaÔaba is called ÒThe mother of the town (of Mecca).Ó  In a similar way the title “The Son of God”�xe "Son of God"� indicates a unique relation-ship between God and Christ, not any process of procreation.


In his consideration of the Christian faith, the problem of the meaning of the designation “Son of God”�xe "Son of God"� was inseparably connected with the doctrine of the Trinity�xe "Trinity"�.  In typical Muslim fashion he believed that Christians were idolaters.  He thought that they believed in three gods.  They were worshipping the Cross�xe "Cross"�. 


He adds that careful examination of the Bible revealed that this was a misunderstanding of the Christian faith.  “I found that the Bible denounced idolatry and polytheism.  It was emphatic and clear in its affirmation of the unity of God [Mk. 12: 29,30 refers to the same commandment in Deut. 4: 6].” 


For him, the question naturally arose of the reliability of the Bible.  Was it the Word of God? Had it been changed? (The present Bible represented a distorted version of what may have been originally revealed by God.)  Careful study led him to see that the Bible is accurate and trustworthy, and that no one had either the opportunity or capacity to alter it because God is the preserver of the Holy Books (according to Sura 15:9).





Barriers�xe "Barriers"� for Fundamental�xe "Fundamental"�ists


One leader of one of the most militant groups gave a long testimony which could be translated and divided as follows: 


1. The Way We Used to Look at Christians


2. The Way We Used to Look at the  Cross�xe "Cross"�


The first issue will be dealt with in Appendix IV.  But the second one consists of two parts:


1. The saying of the Christians or the Jews that they killed Christ and crucified�xe "crucified"� him (Sura 4:157).  In addition, their belief that this was said because through it reconciliation is made between God and the children of Adam.  The consequences of sin are done away with (sin here refers to the sin of Adam when he ate of the tree, which his offspring inherited in the form of a natural inclination to sin).  On this basis fundamental�xe "Fundamental"�ist Muslims think that we claim that every Christian is sinless.


However, the Qur’an says to the Christians, ÒProduce your proof [for your creeds] if you are truthfulÓ (Sura 2:111).  These sayings are unthinkable because God, who is superior to His human creation, did not need to contradict the logic of what He had revealed to His messengers, namely that He does not and will not take a child (Sura 112).   He did not need to offer a sacrifice for the redemption�xe "redemption"� of mankind.  He is able, according to His infinite mercy�xe "mercy"� and forgiveness, to forgive all people. There was no need for these complications, or rather falsifications that Christians come up with, namely that God took a son to be killed for the redemption�xe "redemption"� of the world.  This false doctrine cannot be proven through the Jewish books that contain similar things to this doctrine.


How could God punish Christ, who committed no sin, for the sins of mankind?  God said that everyone is responsible for himself (Sura 33:8).  If this Christian concept is right, then God is unfair.


2. The second part is the matter of the Cross�xe "Cross"�.  This matter bothered and grieved us so much--how could a person who was acclaimed to be God, be put on a Cross�xe "Cross"� which was considered a curse by the Jews?  This Christ became a curse although he was said to be God.  Can God be accursed?  Who can curse Him, and why?  Also the saying that He died and rose again to life on the third day, which contradicts the spirit of the QurÕan who said that Jesus was not crucified�xe "crucified"� (Sura 4:157,158).  Granting that He died for these three days, who I wonder managed the affairs of the universe?  And why three days in particular? Why not two or four?


Another focal point in our attack on Christianity was the Gospel of Barnabas, which was claimed to be the correct gospel.  We studied it carefully and found many paragraphs in it that do not agree with our Islamic doctrine, but we were not looking for that.  All that concerned us was to get some terms that confirm and back up our belief in terms of:


1. The distortion of the Bible.


2. Proving MuhammadÕs prophethood through the gospel.


The Supernatural�xe "supernatural"� as a Bridge


Q27. Did you experience dreams, visions or miracles (concerning Christ)?  How can they be important in leading a person to Christ?


The respondents who answered this question (22) mixed up dreams with visions, telling only their experience.  Some converts (12) saw Christ in a dream, others (7) saw Him in repeated dreams, and some others saw Him crucified�xe "crucified"� (3).  One respondent saw Christ in a repeated dream and He was telling him some verses from the Gospel of John before he knew those verses.


But the most interesting example for our study was a convert who accepted Christ in his heart, then had some doubt.  However, a Cross�xe "Cross"� of his own hair, which appeared on his chest, was the final evidence that convinced him.





Personal Evangelism�xe "Evangelism"�  


We would like to have some information about their experiences  regarding witnessing to others.  The questions go as follows.


Q18. What are the most important Bible passages and stories to be used in  witnessing to your Muslim friends?


�
Number�
�
John 3�
25�
�
John 4�
14�
�
Luke 15�
9�
�
Story  of the Cross�xe "Cross"��
7�
�
Matthew 1( The  genealogy of Jesus)�
6�
�
The Apostles�
5�
�
Genesis (The story of creation)�
5�
�
Fulfillment of the prophecy of the (O T)�
3�
�
Reading of Acts�
2�
�
Reading of the Torah (O T)�
2�
�
Some respondents selected more than one, therefore the passages and stories are arranged according to the frequency of their mention.  The Gospel of John is on the top (because of Jn. 3:16), and the story of Nicodemus, which is useful for the pious Muslims.  John 4 is used for explaining who the true worshippers are, and it is used for people who feel guilty and need to find the way of forgiveness.


Luke 15 is used for the parable  of the lost son.  It is useful for some youths who have feelings similar to that of the younger son.  Surprisingly no one used Luke 24, of the two disciples on the Emmaus Road, although it could be used as seen in Chapter 7.  


Some respondents maintained, the story of the Cross�xe "Cross"� as found in the Gospels was useful because of its historicity and details.  It has the power to attract searchers for the truth. 


Q19. What subject do you usually begin with, when presenting the Gospel?


Most gave the same answer as in the previous question (18), but some added other subjects as follows:


�
Number�
�
Feeling the guilt of sin, and what is the way of forgiveness�
4�
�
Feeling an empty heart�
4�
�
Comparing the qurÕanic and biblical Paradise�
3�
�
Muslims feel guilty even if they are  performing the five pillars.  However, the action of the Holy Spirit leads some of them to feel guilty and search for forgiveness.


Q23.  How should the death of Christ be presented to draw your Muslim friends to Christ?


�
Number�
Percentage�
�
1. Directly, biblically�
29�
58%�
�
2. Using illustrations�
21�
42%�
�
3. Jesus can forgive and deliver from sins.�
6�
12%�
�
4. Jesus is the living prophet / savior�xe "savior"�.�
12�
24%�
�
The higher percentage (58%) are those who chose the direct and biblical way, but still there were twenty one respondents who prefer using illustrations.  One from the former group said that in his study of the New Testament he was impressed with the records of ChristÕs miracles.  He was greatly affected by John 3:16, and this was the beginning of his being convinced that  JesusÕ death is a historical fact.  


Q24.  What illustrations or analogies are useful to explain the Cross�xe "Cross"�?


Most of the respondents (29) maintained that the story of AbrahamÕs sacrifice and the sacrifice of ‘Id al-Adha�xe "ÔId al-Adha"� are the most illustrative for use in explaining the death of Christ.  The QurÕan says, ÒWe ransomed him with a momentous sacrifice� XE "momentous sacrifice" �Ó (Sura 37: 107).


Three of the respondents referred to the sacrifices of Moses.  One respondent gave a creative illustration by saying that the plants must be eaten (sacrificed) for the life of the animals, and animals must be eaten for the life of the humans.  How can we sacrifice the life of a human except by sacrificing a more precious life? The life of Jesus was the only way to sacrifice a human.  Seventeen people did not respond. 








Conclusion


There are many factors that hinder the conversion of Muslims: theological, psychological�xe "psychological"�, and sociological barriers�xe "Barriers"�, which are usually combined.  Studying the different barriers�xe "Barriers"� and bridges�xe "Bridges"� can help us in choosing the more acceptable approaches.


According to the answers of the respondents to Q12, the highest percentage went to a church, therefore, they must be invited to a wedding ceremony or other similar church events in order to give them the chance of overcoming the barrier of entering a church.  We must also teach our people how to give a good answer when they have been asked questions by a Muslim.  


In Q17, the most influential reason was that the Bible gave the final words of God, therefore, putting the Bible in every hand is very important because it can give the answers to the MuslimsÕ questions, and it can facilitate communicating the message of the Cross�xe "Cross"�.


Muslims misunderstand our beliefs, but the Bible can solve that problem.  Emphasizing the veracity of the Bible�xe "veracity of the Bible"� was seen to be very essential in overcoming the theological barriers�xe "Barriers"�, especially that of the Cross�xe "Cross"�.


The results of Q13 are interesting since the Gospel according to John is often not recommended because of its emphasis on Jesus as the Son of God�xe "Son of God"� and His deity, which are problem areas for Muslims.  But it was used successfully; hence it is recommended to be reused.


Some Muslims have been affected by the supernatural�xe "supernatural"� powers.  God for folk Muslims is presented as an all-powerful force who could subdue evil spirits.  Therefore, there is a great need to pray for Muslims in the name of Christ for performing a miracle or exorcism, using the power of his blood.


The power of the Cross�xe "Cross"� was a great evidence for converts especially when it was used for exorcism or when it appeared as a sign, for example, for that convert who had a Cross�xe "Cross"� of his own hair on his chest (mentioned in Q27).  Muslims are deeply affected by dreams and visions.  


In Q16, it was unexpected that the second in percentage would be those who chose, ÒJesus can forgive and deliver from sins.Ó  Some Muslims are affected by the qurÕanic verse, ÒThy Lord saith, ÔThat is easy for Me: and (We wish) to appoint him as a sign unto men and a mercy�xe "mercy"�  from Us [God]:Õ It is a matter (so) decreedÓ (Sura 19: 21).  But most Muslims are not aware how mercy was manifested on the Cross�xe "Cross"�.


Some converts accepted the Cross�xe "Cross"� as a historical fact, and others became convinced through comparative religion studies.  Apologetic study is useful for some knowledgeable seekers of the truth, therefore, it can be used wisely without polemic attack as will be seen below in reconciling the Muslim and Christian interpretations in Chapter 8.  In addition, it gives more general recommendations for presenting the atoning death�xe "atoning death"� of Christ in different ways.


We need to encourage more converts to be more active in serving God, especially in evangelism�xe "Evangelism"�.  They are more effective in evangelism�xe "Evangelism"�, especially those who can show a good Christian life.  They are the best evangelists for their families and friends.  


Fundamental�xe "Fundamental"�ist Muslims make a stronger offense than other Muslims.  They have their reason: they are obeying God.  The QurÕan says: ÒFight those who believe not in God nor the Last Day,. . . nor acknowledge the Religion of TruthÓ (Sura 9:29).  They have their special interpretation of this verse, which in their eyes justifies their actions.  Their attitude is automatically reflected in their relations with Christians as seen above with the fundamental�xe "Fundamental"�ist leader who gave his view about their looking to the Cross�xe "Cross"�.  But it should be noted that the percentage of the fanatic is not the majority (it was 10% in our sample).


There are factors that can help in building sociological bridges�xe "Bridges"� with Muslims.  Social�xe "social"� work, charity work, and medical work can prepare the soil for communicating the atoning work of Christ.  (Appendix IV shows the factors affecting conversion other than the theological ones.)


After demonstrating the encounters and views (in Chapters 4 and 5) one can ask, how can we approach Muslims; how can we achieve that aim without compromising and without escaping the Great Commission?  What is an adequate approach to achieve that?  Could it be through dialogue?  Can Christians contextualize their approach to Muslims?  After dealing with the responses for the questionnaire in this chapter, the next chapter deals with Christian approaches to Muslims, trying to discern the new ways that are opening up before us.





�Under the guidance of Dr. Viggo Sogaard, the present writer developed the final form of the questionnaire.


�Detail had been given in Chapter 3 about al-Jihad as a belief.  However this fanatic group consider al-Jihad not only as one of the pillars but also as one of the most important ones, therefore, they call themselves al-Jihad.


�They want to return to the original society of the Arabian Peninsula at the time of Muhammad, claiming that it was a pure society.  Therefore, they
