





APPENDIX I

HISTORICAL FACTS



In 1968 Israeli archaeologists uncovered a number of artifacts containing the remnants of various individuals who had suffered violent deaths.  Until that year, our information about the crucifixion was only literary.

This discovery took place at Ras Õl-Masraf to the north of Jerusalem. Research on the bones of a young man named Jehohanan revealed that he died by crucifixion.  A comparison was made between him and Jesus with the following noteworthy discoveries:

1. The victim was nailed to the Cross, not tied with ropes; nails were driven through the forearms.  (One nail was used to pierce one or both ankles.)

2. The Cross incorporated a kind of support for the body, which would  tend to prolong the period of torture.

3. The legs of the victim had been broken by blows with a blunt instrument to hasten his death (as was the custom in the Old Testament, but Jesus' case was an exception).

4. The corpse had been given a private burial.�

These facts are important in supporting the Gospel narratives, especially because it was the first time sources other than literary manuscripts had been discovered.

Martin Hengel in his Crucifixion gives contemporary evaluation of the crucifixion by maintaining that it was the most horrible and contemptible form of execution known to the ancient world.  He described crucifixion as a barbaric form of execution of utmost cruelty.�

Although there are arguments about the passion narratives, there are also historical confirmations.  These historical confirmations come from Roman and Jewish sources, and they are in accord with the Gospel as follows:





Tacitus, The Roman Historian (AD 55)

Cornelius Tacitus, the greatest historian of Imperial Rome, was a contemporary of Pliny.  In his writings he described how Christians were used as scapegoats in the Great Fire of 54 A. D. by the Emperor Nero.  ÒThe name Christian,Ó he writes,



comes to them from Christ, who was executed in the reign of Tiberius by the Procurator Pontius Pilate; and the pernicious superstition, suppressed for a while, broke out afresh and spread not only through Judea, the source of malady, but even throughout Rome itself.�






Josephus, The Jewish-Roman Historian (AD 70)

Josephus was a historian who also defended Jerusalem against the Romans in AD 70.  Josephus confirms the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus in the following words:



Now, there was about this time Jesus, a wise man, if it be lawful to call him a man, for he was a doer of wonderful works, a teacher of such men as receive the truth with pleasure.  He drew over to him both many of the Jews, and many of the Gentiles.  He was the Christ.  And when Pilate, at the suggestion of the principal men amongst us, had condemned him to the cross, those that loved him at the first did not forsake him, for he appeared to them alive again the third day; as the divine prophets had foretold these and ten thousand other wonderful things concerning him.  And the tribe of  Christians, so named from him, are not extinct at this day.�






Lucian, The Greek Historian (AD 100)

Lucian was an outstanding Greek historian, who wrote about the death of Christ and Christians.  He ridiculed the faith of Christians because he was an Epicurean.  But he said, ÒThe Christians continue to worship that great man who was crucified in Palestine because he brought a new religion to the world.Ó� 





Jewish Testimony of the Talmud

The Talmud is a holy book in Jewish eyes.  In the copy published in 1943 in Amsterdam there is the following testimony; ÒJesus was crucified one day before the Passover . . . .  He was crucified on the eve of the Passover.Ó�





Pontius Pilate, The Roman Governor

ÒThis tyrant sent to Tiberius Caesar a full report of the crucifixion of Christ, His burial, His rising from the dead and this report is among Roman records . . . .  Tertullian supported his famous defense of the Christians [depending  upon this testimony of Pontius Pilate].Ó�  

In addition to this external evidence, there are many Christian testimonies, such as the Nicene Creed, which state that Jesus was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death, was buried, and was then raised to heaven on the third day.  In addition to written testimony, there are the practices of the Lord's Supper and Baptism which refer to the death of Christ.  These last two practices depend upon al-tawatur, which Muslims also depend upon, as seen above in Chapter 5. 



�





APPENDIX II

AHMADIYYA VIEW OF THE SWOON THEORY

AND ITS REFUTATION



Ahmadiyya was founded by Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, who claimed in the village of Qadyan in Punjab, India in 1878 that he was the promised Mahdi and the Messiah.  He was the first one in recent history to present the idea that Jesus, after escaping from crucifixion, went to Kashmir and died in Srinagar.�  Ahmadiyya is a sect that is considered non-Islamic in places like Pakistan.  They not only discount the crucifixion but also deny the Virgin birth of Christ and his sinless nature as opposed to Orthodox Muslims.  They refute the superiority of Christ over the other prophets.�

Ahmadiyya contradicts the Qur'an by saying that Jesus was crucified but came down alive from the Cross.  Therefore, they are refused by both Christians and Muslims.  This sect is strongly militant against Christians.  However, it is easy to refute this theory.  For example, Ahmad Deedat says that the chief priest (centurion) surmised that Jesus had died, on the basis of the words, Òcame to Jesus and found that he was already dead.  They did not break his legs.Ó�

But if he followed this verse with the next (Jn. 19:34) saying, ÒInstead, one of the soldiers pierced Jesus' side with a spear, bringing a sudden flow of blood and water,Ó his interpretation would become invalid, for medically this Òblood and waterÓ signifies two possibilities, both ending with 'death.Õ  First, it may be the last drainage of blood after the very long bleeding and clotting of the remaining blood, so that this water is serum.  The second explanation is that this water was collected in the tissue adjacent to the heart and the lungs called the pleural tissue.  In both cases it ends with 'death' and this knowledge led them to leave him without breaking his legs.  In addition the high priest had the authority to verify the person's death, especially the crucified one.

Thrusting a spear into Jesus side was to ensure His death.  It was the Roman way of killing; to thrust the person through with a sword.  Pilate asked the centurion whether he was already dead, then granted the body to Joseph (Mk. 14:44,45).  We find that a guard who allows the escape of a criminal would lose his life.�  Pilate believed the witness, because the soldiers not only ÒsurmisedÓ (assumed) but there was also assurance of the spear that Jesus would not have survived.  The spear of itself was a method of killing, even for a healthy person.  How can Deedat assume that a spear thrust through JesusÕ body could help to revive him?�

Another confusion issuing from Deedat concerns Deuteronomy 18:20, on the basis of which he claims, ÒGod Almighty will never allow His truly Ôanointed oneÕ [Christ] to be killed.Ó�  This verse did not just assume that Jesus was dead but had also made sure that Jesus could not survived by piercing Him with the spear. Yet in context the verse is actually talking about false prophets, not about God’s true prophets.  According to Daniel 9:26 Òthe anointed one shall be cut off, and shall have nothing.Ó  The Messiah whom the Jews awaited as their savior, had to die.  It is a clear prophecy about Jesus' death.  Jesus Christ is the Messiah, the Ôanointed one,Õ and according to Sura 3:45, He is al-Masih.  

Deedat speaks about God's plan to rescue Jesus.  The first step was to send an angel to strengthen him.  The second step was putting in the mind of the soldiers that Jesus was already dead when, in fact, He was only at the point of death.  Is there any honorable method to rescue Jesus?  If God wants so, He can take Him away at once and there is no need for such pain.  Why all this suffering up to the Cross and on it, if God wants to save him?  Gilchrist answers:



The truth of the whole matter is that Jesus was physically at the breaking point in contemplating the suffering for sin . . . [He was] Òexceeding sorrowful even unto deathÓ (Mk. 14:34) . . . [the] angel gave him strength to proceed and endure the Cross and death and so fulfill his mission to redeem sinners.�

      Another strange assumption concerns Mary Magdalene coming to anoint the body in less than three days.  Deedat says, Òthe body would be breaking up and decomposing.  If anybody rubs such a decaying body, it will fall to pieces.Ó�  But medically and scientifically this assumption refutes itself: fewer than three days is a very short time to accomplish what he assumed happened.  In addition, he said that Mary went alone, but in Matthew 18:1 and Luke 24:10 we find that she was accompanied by at least two other witnesses who carried the spices for the Jewish burial custom.

At the same time, Deedat claims contradictions because the time was not three complete days and nights as in the sign of Jonah.�  But when Jesus declared that He would rise up on the third day, He did not say, Òafter a complete 3 days and 3 nights.Ó  

The Jewish method of calculating was from the beginning of the new day from sunset.  Therefore, we have a representative part of the first day, which is Friday, then two nights between them Saturday, then the beginning of the glorious Sunday.

If anyone had the right to take issue on this subject it was the Jews, but in their history when Esther the Queen fasted with her people for three days, she came to the king on the third day (Est. 4:16, 5:1).  Therefore, there was no objection from the Jews about the three days of Jesus, since it agrees with their way of calculation. Gilchrist argues: 



Jesus was only reluctant to be forsaken by his father and be abandoned to the realm of sin and the wickedness of sinful men.  This fear reached its peak in the Garden.  He faced death with remarkable fortitude. . . .  He walked right into a course that He knew must lead to His crucifixion and death.�

     In a strange argument about walking with the two disciples on the Emmaus Road (Lk. 24:15), Deedat claims that Jesus disguised himself after surviving the Cross.  They did not recognize him, and Deedat calls this Òa perfect masquerade!Ó�  It could be argued, ÒReviewing the whole text shows that the events have a far more dramatic element.  Deedat is exaggerating an incident in a deviated way, which tries to conceal the clear fact.Ó�

Deedat has some final statements.  He said that Jesus did not die on the Cross, He was alive.�  Yes, Jesus was still alive but after crucifixion, death, and resurrection.  Deedat omits verses 6-8 of Luke 24, using only verses 4,5: ÒWhy do you look for the living among the dead,Ó to prove his theory.  But if he completed  reading the text, he would find that Jesus has risen!  “Remember how he told you . . . [that the Son of man must] be crucified and on the third day he will rise again.  Then they remembered his wordsÓ(Lk. 24:6-8).  Therefore, Jesus was alive not because he had survived the Cross, but because he had risen on the third day from the dead (Lk. 24:34; Mk. 16:6; Rom. 6:4, and others).

�





APPENDIX  III

QUESTIONNAIRE REGARDING FACTORS INFLUENCING CONVERSION



Dear brother / sister in Christ



Thank you for your willingness to answer this questionnaire.  Please give the requested information about yourself by marking the appropriate answer and adding comments.  The data provided will be kept strictly confidential.  This questionnaire is part of a study aiming at developing more effective evangelism, to fulfill Matthew 28:19 and Acts 1:8.  Your time and efforts in answering these questions will help us greatly.

Yours in Christ



The first set of questions concerns the period of time before you became a believer, so please try to remember how it was, and answer the questions accordingly.  Please check in the box the most appropriate answer.  If you find you have to choose more than one answer, please give the reason.

1. Before you became a believer, which group did you belong to?

1. I DonÕt really know

2. Sunni

3. Shi‘i

4. Sufi





2. What was the degree of your belief (describe yourself)?

1. Nominal

2. I was a good Muslim.

3. I tried to be a good Muslim but without success.



3. Were you a member of an Islamic organization?  If so please name it (if possible)....................................................................................................



4. Did you consider your group as fanatical ( i.e., militant Fundamental�xe "Fundamental"�ists)?



5. How did you feel about Christ before you  became a believer?

1. A Prophet

2. A Martyr

3. Other (e.g., greater than a prophet)



6. Which of the following sentences best describe your previous

idea about the death of Christ?

I had no idea, I didnÕt think about it.

I didnÕt know that there were differences between the biblical   view and the qurÕanic one.

Jesus was crucified, then rose to Heaven.

A substitute was crucified instead of Him, and God raised Him to Heaven.

Jesus was crucified, died and rose to heaven as the Bible said.







7. What did you believe happened to Jesus after the Cross, if He did not die on the Cross?

1. I did not know.

2. God raised Him to heaven before the Cross.

3. Others.................................................................................................



8. What was your positive / negative attitude toward the Cross?

1. I rejected it as an idolatry and falsehood.

2. I rejected it as a symbol of the crusades.

3. It was a symbol of love.

4. It was for a blessing.

5. Others.................................................................................................



9. What did you believe Christians thought about the Cross?

1. They worship the Cross.

2. The Cross was a symbol of love for them.

3. Others.................................................................................................



10. Which of the following was the most important objection to Christianity?

1. The validity of the Bible

2. The deity of Christ

3. Jesus’ Sonship

4. The Trinity

5. The Incarnation

6. Others.................................................................................................





11. What factor(s) led you to think about following Christ?  You can choose more than one answer.

1. Reading the Bible or a book about the authenticity of the Bible.

2. I was attracted by the character of Jesus Christ after seeing a film about Him, reading a book, or any other thing about JesusÕ character.

3. Reading a Christian book

4. Hearing the radio

5. Direct witnessing of a Christian friend

6. Indirect witnessing through the life of some Christians

7. Indirect witnessing while I was treated in a Christian hospital

8. Because of social work

9. Other factor(s) (e.g., Christian schools)



12. What was your first step towards following Christ?

1. Going to a church

2. Asking some Christian friends 

3. Starting to read the Bible



13. What book of the Bible did you begin with?



14. what was the response of the Christians the first time you visited a church?

1. Afraid of me, did not help

2. Helped me after hesitation







15. How long did you search for a brave Christian to help you?



16. Which of the following were you attracted to Christianity?

 (You can choose more than one answer.)

1. God loves me through Jesus

2. Jesus died to save me (because of His love)

3. Jesus can forgive and deliver me from sins

4. Jesus is the living prophet / savior

5. Jesus can fill the empty heart, and give peace

6. Jesus is God appearing in flesh

7. Other



17. What were the most influential reason(s) that turned your life around to     accept Christ?

1. God gives assurance of forgiveness through accepting the work  of Christ.

2. Jesus died and rose again to be my savior.

3. Jesus can fulfill all my spiritual need.

4. Jesus is still alive and can help me to have eternal peace.

5. The Bible is true and better.

6. God can give abundant life, which Jesus came for (Jn. 10:10).

7. God loves me, therefore, He sacrificed His son for me.











The next set of questions deal with personal evangelism

18. What are the most important Bible passages and stories to be used in witnessing to your Muslim friends? 



19. What subject do you usually begin with, when presenting the Gospel?

........................................................................................................................



20. Which of the four Gospels  is most relevant in evangelism?



21. Which other books of the Bible do you prefer?

........................................................................................................................



22. What are the felt needs of your Muslim friends?

........................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................



23. How should the death of Christ be presented to draw your Muslim friends to Christ?

    1. Directly, Biblically

    2. Using illustrations

3. Jesus can forgive and deliver from sins.��4. Jesus is the living prophet / savior�xe "savior"�.��

24. What illustrations or analogies are useful to explain the Cross�xe "Cross"�?

........................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................



25. What other subjects (aspects) of the Christian message can be effective in bringing your Muslim friends to Christ?

1. GodÕs love��2. ChristÕs teaching, such as that in the Sermon on the Mount��3. Christian’s life��4. Christ's perfect message��

26. Which of the following means is useful for building bridges with Muslims?

1. Social work�����2. Charity work�����3. Medical work�����4. Spiritual works like performing a miracle or exorcism�����5. Others�����

27. Did you experience dreams, visions or miracles (concerning Christ)?  How can they be important in leading a person to Christ?





















Finally, please give some information about yourself, so that we can better understand your answers.



28. Gender:

1. Male

2. Female



29. Your educational background:

1. No schooling

2. Primary school

3. Secondary school

4. College or university



30. Your Profession (vocation):

1. Teacher

2. Physician

3. Engineer

4. Manual Worker

5. Serving God

6. Other..................................................................................................



31. Your church denomination:

1. Protestant

2. Orthodox

3. Catholic





32. If  Protestant, what is your denomination?..............................................



33. How old were you when you first became interested in becoming a believer in Jesus Christ?

1. Below 15

2. 15-18

3. 19-25

4. 26-35

5. 36-50

6. over 50



34. How long after that did you begin to regard yourself as a full believer in Jesus Christ?

1. 0-6 months

2. 7-11 months

3. 1-2 years

4. 3-5 years

5. 6-10 years

6. over 10 years



35. How long after your conversion were you baptized?

1. Not baptized

2. Less than six months

3. 6 months to a year

4. More than a year





36. Did you have to change your (check all those that apply):

1. Country?

2. City?

3. Family?

4. Job?

5. Others (e. g., spouse).........................................................................



37. How long after you had become a Christian did your family find out about it?....................................................................................................



38. What happened at that time?

........................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................



39. What type of Christian meetings do you attend? (Please check all that apply)

1. Youth meeting

2. General meeting on Sunday

3. Home cell

4. Other..................................................................................................















40. What is your responsibility in the church?

1. Attending only

2. Evangelism

3. Teaching

4. Committee member

5. Youth work

6. Sunday school

7. Baby sitting

8. Church board

9. Others.................................................................................................

Thank you.  God bless you.





�





APPENDIX IV

APPENDIX FOR CHAPTER 6

This appendix includes some questions and comments that are not related directly to the atoning death of Christ.  It will begin with the testimony of the fundamentalist leader, then it deals with other miscellaneous answers for the questions that were not included in Chapter 8.



Miscellaneous Barriers That Fundamentalists Express

A leader of one of the most militant groups, al-Takfir wal Hijra (mentioned in Chapter 6) gave a long testimony that could be translated and divided as follows: 

1. The Way We Used to Look at Christians (this section deals with these miscellaneous barriers)

2. The Way We Used to Look at the Cross (dealt with in Chapter 6) 

In addition to what mentioned in Chapter 6, the fundamentalist leader continues as follows:

Before I became a believer I always hated non-Muslims, especially the Christians.  This hatred did not originate from personal reasons between me and the Christians, but it was considered as a matter of obedience to Allah.  When my colleagues and I gathered every day in the afternoon, we used to boast of what we did to  hurt the infidels (the Christians) that day.  The more one hurts these infidels, the more he becomes a hero, the more God loves him.

This attitude was very natural for our group, which claimed to apply the Qur'an and the Traditions literally.  We had piles of justifications for these offenses.  One of these was Muhammad's order to all Muslims to bother the People of the Book (Jews and Christians) whenever they meet them, on any road, to force them to go into another road and not to return any greetings from them.

This attitude was automatically reflected in our relations with Christians at work, at school or on the street.  We spent days thinking about the best ways to hurt Christians.  I used to sit beside a Christian colleague in the faculty of engineering at ÔAin Shams University.  I borrowed his notebooks, tore them and claimed they were lost.  Sometimes I hid them from him.  During lectures, I spoiled his shirts with ink from my fountain pen. 

I was always astonished by their nice and friendly behavior, but I interpreted this fact according to the qur'anic verses that say that the People of the Book will be filled with fear and will escape as soon as they see a Muslim.  Also, being a minority, they should be nice and kind so as not to be rejected by the society, for if one day they become a majority, they will  befriend Christians only.  All this gave me proof that Islam is a true religion because it mentioned the qualities of the People of the Book in a practical and a realistic way.  

Another striking feature about Christians is their richness and greediness at the same time.  We also referred this fact in the qur'anic verse that says that they love life, accordingly, they get their security from their money.  We really did not envy them, but we were rather happy because this meant that they were created to enjoy only the earthly life. They would have no chance of eternal life since their fate would be hell.  As for us, we made sacrifices to please God and to return to Him. 

We always asked questions about the success of Christians at work and in life, compared to us who believe in Allah.  We also had a fixed idea that we actually got by hearing and not by studying, claiming that Christianity is a religion of promiscuity--Christians have no rules, no right, no wrong.  Anyone can commit adultery, steal or drink alcohol without blame.  We noticed that all the bar  owners were Christians, which proved that they tried to promote sin in our society. 

Another disgusting point was the exaggerated make-up of the Christian women when going to church.  We said that if these women really worshipped God in their churches, they should respect Him as we do.  They definitely go there to excite the men and commit adultery.  How can anyone be attentive and obedient in a church with such women around him ?  That is why, when we saw these women, we followed  Muhammad's order, and we cursed them in the street.

We also hated Christianity because we thought that it had no beginning or end, no rules and  no restrictions.  The pillars: prayers, fasting, almsgiving and pilgrimage, do not  exist in Christianity compared to Islam.  We used to laugh at the way Christians fast because they can eat and drink as they please, provided they do not drink alcohol nor eat animal products.  Again, these ideas proved to us that Christianity consisted only of some rules imposed by the leaders  whom we ridiculed, especially the priests who dressed in black and had long beards.

We had a stereotype that made us say that those who believe in Christianity must be mad.  How can one go to paradise without doing anything? We pray five times a day.  We fast during the month of Ramadan.  They eat and drink as they please.  Christians enjoy only this earthly life, and they have no chance for an eternal life.  What kind of a religion is Christianity without worship, duties and restrictions? Christians accept interest on money.  They deal freely with banks.  They accept bribes.  They eat pork and drink alcohol.  This proves that Christianity promotes promiscuity, and its followers live in passion. 





Three main issues separated us from Christianity:

1. Jesus is the Son of God.

2. Jesus is God.

3. Jesus died on the Cross for our atonement.

Concerning the first point, I almost blew up in anger when I heard this saying.  How can God have a son?  The Qur'an says that God had no consort.  He did not give birth nor was born.  How can God be a God if He gave birth?  Prophets cannot pass on their calling to their progany.  How can God give progeny to someone?  Who rules the heaven and the earth, the Father, the Mother or the Son?  It was an awful thing to say that ÔIsa is the Son of God.

The second point states that ÔIsa is God,  while the Qur'an rejects this idea completely, charging the Christians who claim it with blasphemy.  Logically, how can God walk in the markets, sleep, eat, drink and be humiliated by the Jews? If He were God, He could defend himself from these humiliations, otherwise, how can He defend His followers? Can a god who rules the universe with wisdom get tired, sleep or have a rest? Can a god who feeds all His creatures be hungry?  It was very hard for us to accept these issues especially because the Qur'an says that God never sleeps.  He feeds and is never fed.  He has all power in His hands.



Miscellaneous Barriers That Respondents Express

The miscellaneous barriers are shown in the following questions:

Q14. What was the response of the Christians the first time you visited a church? 

�Number�Percentage��1. Afraid of me�41�82%��2. Helped me after hesitation�9�18%��Normally we find few Christians who are not afraid of helping a Muslim when he or she is seeking to know Christ.  The answers in this question show that there is a real need to encourage Christians to have a more positive attitude towards GodÕs seekers or towards those who are asking about Jesus as a prophet.  In Luke 24 the two disciples on the Emmaus Road were talking about Jesus as a prophet  but later they knew Him and their eyes were opened (Lk. 24:31).  We may do the same with Muslims because they know Him as a prophet.  Chapter 7 deals with that in the contextual approach.

Q15. How long did you search for a brave Christian to answer your questions and to interact with? 

Answers ranged from a few months (the fewest was three) to years  (the most  was ten).

As mentioned above, one of the (ex-fanatic) leaders gave most of the common Islamic objections in detail.  He summarized most of the theological, psychological and social barriers.  He also added his attitude towards Christians before knowing Christ.  Before his conversion he taught at a Kutab (qurÕanic school). 

Q22. What are the felt needs of your Muslim friends ?

Some respondents said that they needed to hear the Holy Spirit.  Therefore they suggested praying for Muslims before evangelizing them in order to be open to the action of the Holy Spirit.  Most Muslims have lived with a deep sense of guilt, because they do not know if they are reconciled to God.

One convert said, 



For me it is worth giving up everything in order to have Christ and the salvation that He alone can give.  The only way He gives is freely, not on the basis of peopleÕs efforts.  That is why my trust is in Him.  He is my savior, for through his sacrifice I have forever been forgiven for all my sins.  I neither want nor need any ground of hope.  I intend to spread the Good News about Christ and His salvation to all my family and people.

Q25. What other subjects (aspects) of the Christian message can be effective in bringing your Muslim friends to Christ?

�Number�Percentage��1. GodÕs love�14�28%��2. ChristÕs teaching, as that in the Sermon on the Mount�10�20%��3. Christian’s life�18�36%��4. Christ's perfect message�8�16%��The largest number(18) chose the Christian life as the most effective factor in bringing Muslims to Christ.  The second factor was GodÕs love, maybe because they feel His love through the love of Christians.  The third group (eight respondents) gave importance to ChristÕs teaching in attracting Muslims to Christ.  The forth group chose Christ's perfect message.  One respondent said, ÒI became a Christian when I realized the meaning of the love and sacrifice of Christ.Ó

Here is another illustration that was given by a convert about Christ  paying his debt.  He said, 

If you saw me today, having known me for a long time as your friend and you saw me with some people who were taking me to prison, you would tell them ÒThis is a good man, donÕt take him to prison.Ó  They would tell you, ÒWe canÕt do anything, for he borrowed money and canÕt pay it back and the money lender asked for him to be taken to prison with an order from the court.Ó . . .  But then there came another, and he said ÒStop.  DonÕt take him to prison.  I will pay his debt by going to prison in his place.Ó  This is what Christ has done for us.  The prophets only spoke and taught good things like the law of God.  Christ embodied law of God and could pay our debts by taking our lawful punishment.  In this way Christ has freed us from the penalty of the law.

But if the Muslim has some objections against Jesus, there is a point from which we can begin.  For the QurÕan says that Jesus is Òthe Word of GodÓ(Sura 4:171).  It is here at this that Christians and Muslims may be able to meet; to the Muslim, the idea of Òthe WordÓ is more acceptable than the idea of Òthe Son.Ó  If he can grasp what is meant by saying that Jesus is the eternal Word, he may be able to go on to understand what Christians really mean when they speak of Jesus as the eternal Son.



Demographic Profile of the Respondents

Q28.  Gender:

�Number�Percentage��1. Male�38�76%��2. Female�12�24%��The majority are male because they are more free to make a decision than are females.  In Arab cultures there are many social hindrances that prevent women from being like men.  The QurÕan says: ÒMen are the protectors and maintainers of women, because Allah has given the one more (strength) than the other, and because they support them from their means.  Therefore, the righteous women are devoutly obedient, and guard in (the husbandÕs) absence what Allah would have them guardÓ(Sura 4: 34).  This translation of King Fahd omitted some Arabic words from the end of the verse, which means Òbeat and torture them.Ó  The husband or the father has the right to punish the wives or daughters by beating them.  Therefore, the women are less free in making their own decisions, especially in following a new religion.







Q29. Your Educational background:

�Number�Percentage��1. No schooling�4�8%��2. Primary school�7�14%��3. Secondary school�11�22%��4. College or university�26�52%��5. No response�2�4%��It is my conclusion that more educated people can make such a critical decision more easily than the less educated or the ignorant.  Education helps a person to think deeply, hence he or she can make a more informed decision. 



Q30. Your Profession (vocation):  

�Number�Percentage��1. Teacher�4�8%��2. Physician�5�10%��3. Engineer�7�14%��4. Student�14�28%��5. Manual Worker�5�10%��6. Full-time Christian worker�7�14%��7. Other�8�16%��The educated people (37), that is categories 1-4 and 6, can make such a decision.  At the same time those who have jobs (28), that is categories 1-3 and 5-6, can support themselves financially.  But still there are those who took that decision and had to leave their families and to live without financial or social support.  There is a sizable number (7) who began to serve God without any other job, in addition to those who served as part timers.





Q31. Your Church denomination:

�Number�Percentage��1. Protestant�34�68%��2. Orthodox�9�18%��3. Catholic�7�14%��68% of the respondents were Protestant, but some of them were raised in Catholic schools.  The Catholic schools and hospitals have a great role in preparing the soil, but in some cases they refused to baptize the converts.  The 18% Orthodox is a higher percentage than  was expected because most of the Orthodox leaders are not convinced that they have to evangelize Muslims.  This is also a problem among most Protestant leaders. 

Q32. If Protestant, what is your denomination?

Most of the Protestants are Presbyterian (19), but still there is a notable number (12) who are Apostolic.  Some of the latter group are charismatic.  Three are unknown.  It is notable that the Orthodox and Catholic churches began to share in this ministry recently.

Q33. How old were you when first became interested in becoming a believer in Jesus Christ?

�Number�Percentage��1. Under 15�7�14%��2. 16-18�9�18%��3. 19-25�18�36%��4. 26-35�11�22%��5. 36-50�5�10%��6. Over 50�0�0%��It is noteworthy that the majority were between 15-35 years old.  Under that age they are not mature enough to make such a decision, and after that age they are too busy with their lives.  Some of them are afraid that they will lose their positions or jobs.  

Q34. How long after that did you begin to regard yourself as a full believer in Jesus Christ?

�Number�Percentage��1. 0-6 months�7�14%��2. 7-11 months�26�52%��3. 1-2 yrs�10�20%��4. 3-5 yrs.�4�8%��5. 6-10 yrs.�3�6%��6. Over 10 yrs�0�0%��The majority stated between 7-11 months, which gives an impression that the first 7-11 months are very important in following up on the convert.  A few (7) considered themselves to be believers within six months.  A considerable number (10) regarded themselves as believers withen two years, but a few needed more time to be sure they had became real followers of Christ.

Q35.  How long after your conversion were you baptized? 

�Number�Percentage��1. Not baptized�7�14%��2. 6 months to a year�8�16%��3. Less than six months�4�8%��4. More than a year�31�62%��The majority had been baptized within one year.  The second largest group indicated within six months (8).  Four respondents were baptized in less than six months.  One waited more than nine years, and when he was baptized in another church his original church did not welcome it.  In many cases the leaders sent the converts to another church to be baptized.

Q39. What type of Christian meetings do you attend? (Please check all that apply)

�Number�Percentage��1. Youth meeting�27�54%��2. General meeting on Sunday�12�24%��3. Home cell�8�16%��4. Other�3�6%��The greatest percentage attend youth meetings.  They were attracted to youth meetings, because most of them were between 18 and 35 years old.  There are other factors of attraction, such as the spirit of such meetings.  The second highest in percentage is the general meeting on Sunday, perhaps because it is the second in attraction or because of the age of the majority. Then comes the home cell group, which attracts some of the secret believers.

Q40.  What is your responsibility in the church?

�Number�Percentage��1. Attending only�32�64%��2. Evangelism�12�24%��3. Teaching�3�6%��4. Committee member�0�0%��5. Youth work�3�6%��6. Sunday school�2�4%��7. Baby-sitting�2�4%��8. Church board�0�0%��9. Others�0�0%��It is surprising that the majority only attend meetings.  The total is more than 50 because two are teaching and evangelizing at the same time, and two are serving in the  Sunday school and baby-sitting.



Social Bridges and Barriers

Question 26 was designed to reveal the social bridges that were useful to the respondents.  In addition to the miscellaneous barriers (including social ones) expressed by the ex-fundamentalist leader, Questions 37 and 38 demonstrate other social barriers.

Q26. Which of the following means is most useful for building bridges with Muslims? 

�Number�Percentage��Social work �7�14%��Charity work�5�10%��Medical work�9�18%��Spiritual work like performing a miracle or exorcism�21�42%��Others �8�16%��� EMBED MSGraph  ���



There are some factors which help in building sociological bridges with Muslims.  Social, charity and medical work can prepare the soil for evangelism, but the respondents saw spiritual work as more effective in evangelism.  Many Muslims are deeply affected by dreams and visions (as seen in Q27 below).  

Q36.  Did you have to change your (check all those that apply):

�Number�Percentage��1. Country�17�34%��2. City�7�14%��3. Family�23�46%��4. Job�11�22%��5. Other (e.g., spouse)�9�18%��Some respondents said they had to change more than one of the above (therefore, the total is more than 100%).  Thirty-four percent had to migrate after living a difficult life in their countries.  However, some others came to know Christ after emigrating from their home country to the United States, Sweden and other countries.  (Those who emigrated were from Sudan, Morocco, Algeria and other countries.)

As mentioned above, the following questions (37 and 38) are designed to show some  social barriers.  

Q37. How long after you had become a Christian did your family find out about it?

Some were known to be Christian by their families from the beginning.  Others were considered Christian by their families after a long time.  It is difficult to face friends or relatives.  Profound psychological and sociological problems were created.  These problems included: Muslim families disowning their Christian relatives, evicting them from their homes and eliminating them from inheritance in their wills.  The worst response was beating and attempted murder of Christian relatives by Muslim family members. 

One of the respondents said,  



When my family asked why I became a Christian, my answer was a direct and simple one, ÒI found salvation in Christ.  There is not one word about the assurance of salvation in the QurÕan.  As a Muslim I never had the confidence that my sins were forgiven, for Allah may or may not forgive on the last day.  I lived in fear of that day of judgment.Ó

Q38.  What happened at that time?

Most of the respondents were shy or afraid to tell that they had been punished by being tortured and beaten.  At least five girls had been punished by severe beating according to the qurÕanic order in Sura 4:34, which gives the right to the husband to punish his wife and the father his daughter.  Some of the men were punished, but they were afraid to divulge the details.  Some of them had to face terrorists who decided that their punishment must be death.  These punishments were in addition to the punishments mentioned in response to Question 37.

Table 2 presents some information about the respondents, and table 3 gives the respondentsÕ religious profile as follows:

�(TABLE 2)

Demographic Profile of Survey Respondents

Characteristic�Respondents�Percentage��* Country����Egyptian�25�50%��Emigrants from Egypt �10�20%��Respondents from Algeria, Sudan, Morocco, Lebanon, Jordan, and Libya.�15�30%��* Age Distribution����below 15�7�14%��15-18� 9�18%��18-25�18�36%��25-35�11�22%��35-50�5�10%��50+�0�0%��* Gender����Male�38�76%��Female�12�24%��* Education����Primary School�7�14%��Secondary School�11�22%��College / University�26�52%��No answer / No School�6�12%���Teacher�3�  6%��Physician�5�10%��Engineer�7�14%��Worker�5�10%��Looking for God’s service�7�14%��No answer / other (e.g., student)�8�16%�� (TABLE 3)

The RespondentsÕ Religious Profile

Characteristic�No of Respondents�Percentage��* Church denomination����Protestant�34�68%��Orthodox�9�18%��Catholic�7�14%��* Type of meeting attend����Youth meeting�27�54%��General meeting of study�12�24%��Home cell�8�16%��Other�3�6%��* Responsibility in the Church���� Attending only�32�64%��Evangelism�12�24%��Teaching�3�6%��Committee member�0�0%��Youth work�3�6%��Others�2�4%��* Past religious group����Muslim only in name�16�20%��Sunni�33�66%��Shi’i�2�4%��Belong to a fundamentalist  group�5�10%�� 
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