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ABSTRACT



Irsaneous, Daoud Riad

1996 “Interpreting the Atonement of Christ for Muslims in an Arab Context.”  Fuller Theological Seminary, School of World Mission. Ph. D. in Intercultural Studies. 320 pp.

The first part of this dissertation surveys the Muslim and Christian under-standings of the atonement.  Chapter 1 deals with biblical understandings of the atonement.  Chapter 2 gives the theological views.  Therefore, it surveys the historical theories of the atonement and some other theological issues related to the atonement.  Chapter 3 provides a study of the atonement in Islam, in the QurÕan and the Hadith (traditions).  In these three chapters, after dealing with the Muslim and Christian understandings, the points of connections and disconnections are noted as a means of finding relevant metaphors and analogies for communicating the atonement.

The second part deals with Muslim and Christian encounters concerning the death of Christ.  Chapter 4 focuses on the theological encounters.  Chapter 5 deals with the treatment of the qur'anic verses that relate to the end of Jesus’ life on the earth, referring to leading commentators such as    al-Tabari, al-Razi, Ibn Kathir and al-Baidawi.

Chapter 6 surveys the barriers and bridges to the communication of the atonement expressed by Muslims.  However, Chapter 7 deals with Christian approaches (dialogical, contextual, apologetic, and felt-need) in witness and evaluates their use in interpreting the atonement.  Finally, in Chapter 8, based on the connections and disconnections, the present writer develops a logical means for a more effective communication of the message of the Cross followed by his conclusion.



Mentor: Dr. J. Dudley Woodberry                                                  words: 222
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